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manner, but rather in the normal course of a perfectly
open, heart to heart talk. It may be found best to
proceed somewhat as follows.

During a talk to children from seven to ten years
of age about Joseph and his brothers, let us say, or
any other story that lends itself to our purpose,
on reaching such a point as the deceiving of the
father by the lie and the display of the bloodstained
coat, ask, " Do you think those brothers were punished
for telling that lie, even though they were not found
out ? " The answer will invariably be " Yes."
Children are quite unanimous regarding the fact that
punishment follows wilful sin. Then ask, " How
do you think they were punished ? " The most
usual answer, in spite of the form of the question,
is " God punished them." Question further, " How
do you think God punished them ? " The children
will then open their minds. These are a few of the
answers that have been given : " He would cause
the water to clry up so that they would have to take
their sheep a long way for water and grass " ; " Some
of the sheep would get lost and they would go out
in the dark to look for them and lose their way " ;
" A wild beast would attack them " ; " God would
send plagues upon them " ; 4t They would fall down
and break their legs " ; " He sent a famine and they
had not enough bread.'* Sooner or later some such
answer may be given as, " They would be troubled
in their minds/' or 4t They would keep thinking about
it.11 Not in every case, however, does it happen
that a disturbed mind and a troubled conscience
are thought of at all.

With children over eleven it will be best to set a